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Highway 407 extension 
bad news for climate change 
Businesses see 'new corridor’ in Highway 407 extension, Dec. 11 


In the same week that climate activist Greta Thunberg is named Time magazine's Person of the Year, the Highway 
407 extension is opened for business. 


Total opposites. Greta speaks up for our deteriorating climate and tries to make things right, while the 407 is 
nothing more than an overpriced freeway, far too expensive for the masses to use, which keeps Highway 401 at a 
standstill. Motorists inch along the 401, spewing pollutants into the air across the spine of our city, while the 407 is 
barely used by comparison. 


The only solution is for the provincial government to take control of the 407 and remove the tolls entirely, or make 
them more affordable for the average driver and get the GTA moving again. No wonder we have air quality issues. 
We sit and idle. 


Don Ruttan, Toronto 
Repulsive that public officials like Eyton are dodging taxes 
He was a titan of Bay Street and a senator. He left behind a huge tax bill, Dec. 11 


As a law-abiding Canadian citizen who pays her fair share of taxes, | find it repulsive to read that Sen. Trevor Eyton, 
who made way more than average citizens from his public and private employment, overtly disrespected the tax 
system and owed millions. 


New hires to many companies must go through criminal background checks. Shouldn't government officials like 
senators be checked to see if they are tax cheats before they are appointed, and during their tenure? Just thinking 
out loud. 


H. Williams, Richmond Hill 

Column about Vanna White fills in all the blanks 

Vanna's old job is a blank that doesn't need filling, Menon, Dec. 12 
V-RY F-NNY, V-N-Y! 


P-T-R P-NGH, T-R-NT- 
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New NAFTA turns Canada into a powerless vassal state 
Support this improved deal, Editorial, and Canadian foreign policy died with USMCA deal, Opinion, Dec. 12 
There is a mirthless irony in Thursday's editorial pages. 


On the one hand, the Star's editorial raves about the benefits of the USMCA deal between Canada, the U.S. and 
Mexico. 


On the other hand, on the Opinion page, you ran an incisive article by Irvin Studin detailing how Canada has 
emasculated itself in terms of its ability to enter into meaningful relationships with other countries other than the 
U.S. without the approval of the U.S. 


As Studin rightly concludes, this makes Canada a vassal state. This fact was completely ignored in your editorial. 
Are we to infer then that being a vassal state is OK with the Star? If so, shame on you. 


Terry Swinton, Toronto 
Are the streets of Toronto truly lawless for drivers? 
Easy street, Dec. 11 


Six years ago, | had an assignment in Romania and | decided to rent a car and drive to the Black Sea. When | told 
my colleagues at work what | planned, they told me it is not safe for me to drive in Romania, because there are no 
traffic laws. 


This made me laugh and say there must be traffic laws, there are traffic laws everywhere. They said, yes, there are 
laws, but they are not enforced and everyone drives as they like. It is dangerous. | was persuaded; | did not rent a 
Car. 


| have wondered how a situation like that could arise. Now | know, and it is very frightening. Imagine if this spreads 
to the rest of the province. 


Keith Parkinson, Cambridge 


The beginning and end points on your nine-year chart of traffic collisions in Toronto are barely different (a little more 
than 30,000 per year), although there are a couple of higher peaks in the past three years. 


What is not displayed is collisions per capita. The population growth of Toronto over the past nine years is dramatic 
and, if displayed on a per-capita basis, collisions would be in decline. So there is no causal relation to ticketing for 
Highway Traffic Act offences. 


Larry Bukta, North York 
Why can | block solicitors everywhere but on my phone? 
Why the delay in fighting fraud? Editorial, Dec. 11 


Who likes to be awakened at 6:20 a.m. by a telemarketing call? Why can't | see on my call display what company is 
disturbing me; why can they hide behind a 1-800 number? 


Why can I post a "no soliciting" sign on my door, install an ad blocker on my computer but | can't choose a "do not 
disturb" option for telemarketers on my phone? Why can my email service filter my spam but my phone company 
can't redirect telemarketers to my voice mail? Why must | consider turning off my ringer at night effectively blocking 
all legitimate family emergency calls? 
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Why are telemarketing calls legal and not an invasion of privacy? Why, in frustration, am | thinking of cancelling my 
landline? Bell, Rogers, are you listening? Why can't you differentiate yourself by offering me options to manage 
telemarketers? 


Barbara Stittle, Scarborough 
If Leonard trade was greatest, what about Alomar, Carter? 
A ringing return, Feschuk, Dec. 12 


In Dave Feschuck's column, he states the Kawhi Leonard trade was the greatest in Toronto sports history. Maybe, 
but what about the 1990 Blue Jays trade for Roberto Alomar and Joe Carter (for Fred McGriff and Tony 
Fernandez). 


They who won two World Series Championships for our city, with Carter hitting a series-winning home run. If a 
statue of Carter and Alomar were to be placed outside the Rogers Centre, that would be awesome. 


Bruce Compton, Pickering 
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